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of morality, yet he preserved a certain rugged inte-
grity of purpose, that makes him a great man and
patriot. He served his country and his ruler faith-
fully, and, it might be added, himself; for during
his'public career he accumulated great wealth and
performed great public industrial service by means
of it. ...

" He was a conservative and adhered to the customs
and superstitions of antiquity; yet a progressive,
introducing enlightenment and reform. While he
professed to see the danger of the opium curse, he
was still one of the greatest poppy-growers in the
land. He united the traits of cordial philanthropy
and heartless cruelty, of truthfulness and men-
dacity. By his own people he was loved and hated,
despised and feared, degraded and exalted above
any other Chinaman. . . . He knew how to use the
foreigner as his servant.5*

From which opinions the unbiassed reader may
gather that Li Hung-chang's was a highly complex
character ; also, that he resembled many another
statesman in that his conservatism and liberalism,
veracity and falsehood, were frequently a matter
of time and place. In him, as in most men, there
was a Jekyll and a Hyde ; his human equation con-
tained factors of insatiable ambition and greed,
balanced by the other factors of patriotism and
loyalty, and those who knew him and understood
him best could usually predict whether Jekyll or
Hyde would assume control in any given emergency.
In judging of his career as a whole, however, it must
be borne in mind that the factors of the Li equation
varied greatly in value and effect at different periods
of his life. Herein they followed the common law";
but, in his case, the differences were the more sharply